
Project KERMIT

Introduction

The figure above shows the “win-win” outcome for network partners, including student diversity, experience in project-based 
assignments, and an active interface between international stakeholders. The intensity of activities is not decisive for benefits to 
be achieved, which allows flexibility when external funding is variable. 

One of the greatest challenges with people being displaced from their home regions is that their knowledge is being removed from 
where it’s needed. The KERMIT project aims to counteract this tendency  to the benefit of migrants, the home region and local 
enterprises.

Two refugees with insight into the local water 
management of Aleppo allowed us to evaluate 
the agricultural pollution risks while the water 
treamtment plant has not been functioning due to 
the war. They could obtain and use documentation 
thanks to their language abilities and personal 
contacts. Although these refugees now work in 
Sweden, we hope that the study will be extended in 
connection with Aleppo reconstruction in the future. 

For example, the local groundwater is a strategic, 
protected resource reserve that should be a part of 
the water infrastructure in Syria.

Case study -  Qanats
Qanats (or kārīz) are ancient water infrastructures that 
are still important for rural areas of the Middle East, 
where thousands of these tunnels supply water for 
domestic and agricultural use. This on-going case study 
was initiated when a refugee who had studied geology 
in Iran provided connections to the culture, literature 
and research on qanats in Iran. We are now looking at 
those in Afghanistan and elsewhere to make maps of 
groundwater depths. 

We are looking for international cooperation and 
planning a ”qanat” summer school for refugee high-
school students. 

Case study -  Niger Delta
A Nigerian student in Sweden helped make contacts 
with government, university and private actors dealing 
with water resources and pollution issues on the 
Niger Delta. This cooperation has involved research 
projects, distance teaching. The student himself was 
given employment in Sweden for two years and is now 
back in Nigeria running an environmental consultancy, 
one of partners. 

This case study reflects the overall scheme of the 
KERMIT project, where stakeholders from various 
societal groups can benefit from the knowledge 
exchange and networks developed. 
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Since migration is increasingly likely over large distances and global interactions are commonplace, the concept of “community-
based science”, which is most often associated with local populations might, well be extended to include our cultural communities 
that function with many similar traits despite their dispersion. In this sense, we suggest that Science Shops offer a platform even 
wider interaction.

The KERMIT project aims to optimize the value of immigrant knowledge and personal contacts while at the same time providing job-
market training and networks. The main activities are connected to case studies dealing with international resource management 
and that can combine the goals of different partner organizations, such as in Science Shops.

Transdisciplinary 
case study methods
Case studies are ideally suited for 
incorporating the diverse perspectives of 
several stakeholders. Both quantitative 
and qualitative  information need to be 
accounted for, and the methodological 
considerations within social and natural 
sciences should included.

If you are interested in this course (planned 
again for January 2019)  and the cooperation 
that often arises from the course case 
studies, please contact us.

Therefore, we have had a web-based 
methods course dealing with decision 
support modeling. The methods progress 
from an initial characterization of the system 
to making scenario predictions and dealing 
with the complexity typical of most natural 
and societal situations. 

Case study - Aleppo
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